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Slide 1. LearningExpress Library is a great resource available in the libraries in the South Central Library System (SCLS). This includes the [YOUR LIBRARY NAME] Library. It is a great way to prepare for standardized tests, improve computer skills, or to just improve skills in any of the areas covered in LearningExpress Library. 

I’d like to tell you a little bit about LearningExpress today: how it works, how to get to it, how easy it is to use, and when you might use it. This won’t be a training session though. If you would like to learn more about it, please stop by the library. (Have with you some handouts with the library’s address, phone number, email address and hours. Refer to these now.)

(NOTE: At this point you may want to share some examples, real or potential, of people using LearningExpress to prepare for a test, or to brush up on some skills to improve their performance at work, or because they anticipate a career change, or . . . whatever.) 

I’m going to tell you about 3 different ways you can get to LearningExpress Library. 

(NOTE: You may choose to include either the “through LINKcat” way (slides 2-4), or “through your web page” way (slides 5-7), or some other way of your choosing, or you may choose to include one or more ways. Just delete the slides you don’t want to use, and add any necessary others.) 

Slide 2. FIRST WAY to get to LearningExpress (or any of the other SCLS databases), and perhaps the easiest way, is from within LINKcat, our online catalog. (You might want to say, as you probably know, the URL is very simple, just www.linkcat.info.) Just click on the “Online Databases” tab on any screen (circled in red). That will take you to. . .(next slide) 

Slide 3. . . .the “Online Information Sources by Subject” page. Clicking on the “Information for Students and Teachers” link (circled in red) will take you to. . .(next slide)

Slide 4. . . . the “Information for Students and Teachers” page. And here you can click on the “LearningExpress Library” link. OR. . . . 

Slide 5. SECOND WAY to get to LearningExpress. From our library’s web page (this example uses Prairie du Sac’s page—cut slides 5-7 and replace with screen shots of your web page if you choose to show how to get in from your web page) you would simply click on the “Resources” link. . . 

Slide 6. . . .which takes you to this “Resources” page. A click on either of the “Databases” links will take you to. . . 

Slide 7. . . . a “Databases” page which includes the link to LearningExpress Library. Click on it. 

Slide 8. . . The THIRD WAY to get to Learning Express is to simply type the shortcut: www.scls.info/testprep. With any of these methods, you will either get directly into the database (Slide 10), or. . .

-over-

Slide 9. . . if you’re using a computer outside the library (or depending on the situation, from inside the library) you will be prompted for your library card (nonLINK libraries, if your authentication is based on something else, edit this script so it is accurate for your circumstance.) Once the valid library card number is entered, you will be taken to. . .

Slide 10. . . . LearningExpress! You’re in! Returning users will click on “returning user” to enter their username and password.  First time users will want to register a username and password (click again to make the red oval appear). New Users may want to enter their email address – in case they forget their username or password (click again for the New User Registration window to appear). 
Slide 11. Once logged in with username and password you can see the list of Learning Centers along the left side of the screen. (Have with you the complete list of resources, that you have printed out a supply of ahead of time). This list is available at http://www.scls.info/pr/lel/lel_resources.pdf. Hand them out now if you haven’t already. ) Here is the list of all the resources available. Pretty impressive, isn’t it?! 

(Here you should probably spend some time pointing out the different types of tests available, including the college entrance exams, but also the civil service exams, and the skills improvement ones. You may want to mention that the civil service exams may not be state specific.) 

To study for the ACT test, I would simply click on the College Preparation Learning Center and I’ll see the variety of practice exams available – including the ACT (Click and a big red arrow will point to it.). Also note, there are over 130 ebooks available on similar subjects as in the Learning Centers (Click and a red arrow will point to them). 

Slide 12. . . . I’ve clicked on the College Preparation Learning Center and here is list of the resources to help prepare for the ACT.  Notice that I have to be logged in to be able to take this test. 

Slide 13. Here is the first page of the ACT Reading Practice Test. Since it is a timed test, a clock starts running to show the user how much time they have left to take the test. (Click and a red circle will appear around the “time remaining” information.) You may also log out and return to finish the practice test later (Click and the “finish later” button will be circled.) The instructions appear at the beginning of the first screen. 
Slide 14. For this particular test, the Reading Practice Test, the user reads sections of text and then answers questions about that passage, as you can see in this example. 

Slide 15. If you exit without completing a practice test, it will be saved in your account. Next time you log in, go to My Center and click on the “continue” button (click and a red circle will appear around Continue). It will show you which questions you didn’t answer, and how much time you have left to complete the test.  Once you’ve completed a test, you can click on “view results” (Click again for another red circle around View Results) to see how well you did on the practice test. Clicking on “view results” will take you to. . . 

Slide 16. . . . . Information about your test score. For each section of the test you can see how many you got right, how many you got wrong, and how many you skipped. It also converts your score to the scoring scale used by the actual test. 
Slide 17. By clicking on View Answers you can see the answers for all questions, including an explanation, which helps users understand why their answer was wrong. As in this example from a Grammar Practice test. 
Slide 18. You may customize the final slide in any way you wish. Be sure to include any contact information, whether it be for your library, or for the individual staff member who is making the presentation.

