Public Library sponsors summer book blog for teen readers
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7th year blog encourages teen book discussions

<NAME> Public Library sponsors ‘Teen Read’; features 15 titles


Summer reading is proven to have a positive impact on student skills and abilities, and the “Teen Read” blog is one tool that parents can use to encourage summer reading. Now in its seventh year, the blog is also an opportunity for teens to discuss books that interest them, and with 15 titles in the program, everyone should be able to find something of interest.


Sponsored jointly by the <NAME> Public Library and the South Central Library System (SCLS), Teen Read gives local teen readers the opportunity to share their impressions of any or all of the 15 selected titles with peers throughout the seven-county area served by the SCLS (Adams, Columbia, Dane, Green, Portage, Sauk and Wood Counties).


“We know that summer reading is critical for maintaining and improving the reading skills of young children, but it’s also an important activity for teens,” said <NAME>, director of the <NAME> Public Library. “The Teen Read blog gives teens an interactive way to experience and enjoy contemporary literature.”


Now in its seventh year, the TeenRead web log—or blog—provides a forum for teens to discuss contemporary books written just for them. To make this experience as meaningful as possible, teen services librarians from throughout the SCLS area have read the books and will moderate the blog. Teens are also invited to blog about any book they’re reading.

-over-


Librarians know that reading tastes vary with the individual, so the program opens the door to even more teen readers. To participate in the program, which runs June 1 through July 31, 2011, go to http://teenread.scls.info. More information about the program—including descriptions of the books, age/grade reading-level recommendations, and information for parents—is available on the blog.


Teens should have no trouble finding something of interest among this summer’s 15 titles, which cover a range of topics and writing styles. The books are:

· “Beauty Queens” by Libba Bray

· “Bruiser” by Neal Schusterman

· “The Cardturner” by Louis Sacher

· “Code Talker” by Joseph Bruchac

· “Dragon Road” by Laurence Yep

· “Fever Crumb” by Philip Reeve

· “Maze Runner/Scorch Trials” by James Dashner

· “The Other Half of My Heart” by Sundee Frazier

· “One Crazy Summer” by Rita Garcia Williams

· “Out of My Mind” by Sharon Draper

· “Paranormalcy” by Kiersten White

· “Please Ignore Vera Dietz” by A.S. King

· “Ship Breaker” by Paulo Bacigalupi

· “Strings Attached” by Judy Blundell


Other categories for discussion include nonfiction, graphic novels, or other books you’d like to recommend or discuss

“This program is very popular, and we’re excited to again recommend it for teens in our community,” said <NAME>, young adult contact at the <NAME> Public Library. “TeenRead provides a safe forum for area teens to discuss contemporary books because it is moderated by SCLS member librarians who review all messages posted to the site.”


E-mail addresses, names and personal information are never exchanged, and a librarian moderates all posts and comments, which will be deleted if any of the rules are broken.


For more information about Teen Read, contact <NAME> at the <NAME> Public Library, <PHONE NUMBER>, or visit http://teenread.scls.info.
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