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Introduction  

An example of a social cataloging Web site, LibraryThing lets 
you create a catalog (or database) of books: books you own, 
books you would like to own, books you ve read, books you 
would like to read, or any combination that works best for you.  
You can then share this catalog with others.  

In addition to keeping track of your books with a database, you 
can use LibraryThing to rate and write reviews of the books 
you have read, read reviews written by others, get book recommendations based on a 
book you enjoyed or your entire collection, and join groups so that you can discuss 
books and reading online.  

LibraryThing is free to use to catalog up to 200 books.  If you want to add more books, 
a $10 yearly membership or a $25 lifetime membership will allow you to add an 
unlimited number of books to your catalog.  

Creating an Account  

Registering for a LibraryThing account is a simple, one-
step process.  Once at the LibraryThing Web site 
(http://www.librarything.com), choose a user name and 
password, type them into the green box as shown to the 
right, and click on the Submit button.  

After you create an account, you can sign in the same 
way: just type your user name and password into the 
green box and click on the Submit button.  Make sure that 
you enter the correct user name, or else a new account 
will be created.  

Deleting Your Account  

If you ever want to delete your entire account (or if you make a typo in your user name 
and accidentally create a new account), you must send an email to this address: 
abby@librarything.com.  Make sure to include the username and password of the 
account you wish to delete in the email. 

Everything
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Managing Your Profile  

Your LibraryThing profile will contain information both about your catalog of books and 
about you.  You can access it by clicking on the  tab at the top of the screen.  
An example of a profile is shown here:  

  

To make changes to your profile, click on the    link in the 
upper right hand corner of the page.  You can change your user name, password, or 
email address; add information about yourself; and change your account settings. 
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Adding Books  

To begin adding books to your catalog, click on the  tab at the top of the 
screen, then follow these steps:  

  

HINT: Searching by ISBN is often fastest, as there will be fewer results to choose from.  

LibraryThing can gather your book s information from a number of sources.  
Amazon.com and the Library of Congress are the two most popular options, but if you 
don t get results or if you have an item published in another country or language, you 
may have better luck with one of the other 70+ worldwide sources.  

After you click on the  button, a list of 
matching books will appear on the right hand 
side of the screen, as shown to the right.  

You can click on the  symbol to get more 
information about a book.  Once you have 
located the exact book you have, click on the 
title (in blue) to add it to your catalog.  It will 
then be displayed in your list of recently 
added books, and you can add another book.  

If you accidentally add the wrong book, click 
on the  icon next to it and try again.  

I f you can t find your book s information in any of the 70+ sources LibraryThing is able 
to search, you can click on the add the book manually link at the bottom of the 
screen to enter the book s information yourself. 
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Barcode Scanners  

If you have a lot of books to add to your catalog, you 
might want to invest in a barcode scanner to scan in 
the ISBN barcodes on the back of books.  LibraryThing 
sells a type of scanner called a CueCat (see picture to 
the right) for $15, but any scanner that can read ISBN 
barcodes will work.  The CueCat plugs directly into your 
computer s USB port.  

Importing Books  

LibraryThing can add multiple books at a time to your catalog by importing them from a 
saved file or a Web site.  LibraryThing looks for ISBNs when importing books, so the file 
or Web site will have to contain those numbers.  

You can import books from various sources by clicking on the import books link at the 
bottom of the Add Books page, then choosing one of the following three options:  

Saved files you can use to 
import books include TEXT, 
CSV, HTML, and RTF.  

If you want to import your 
Amazon.com wish list, you 
will want to make sure 
you re logged out of your 
Amazon.com account before 
accessing your wish list.  For 
more information about 
importing Amazon.com wish 
lists and order histories, see 
the LibraryThing FAQ (found 
under the  tab).  

LibraryThing can t import all 
of your books at once, so the 
ISBNs will go into a queue.  
You can check the progress 
by looking at the green box 
at the bottom of the Import 
page.  If you click on the 
clear queue

 

link, that will 
remove all ISBNs from your 
queue. 
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Working with Your Library  

After you have added books, you can view your library (all of the books that have been 
added to your catalog) by clicking on the 

 
tab.  You can change how the list 

of books is organized by clicking on the icons at the top of the list:  

  

HINT: If none of the  options display the exact combination of information 
you want, click on the (edit) link next to them to create a custom display.  

Editing Book Information  

When you are looking at your list of books, you 
can edit the book information in each column by 
double clicking in the box containing what you 
want to change.  After you double click, the box 
will look like the image to the right.  After you 
make your changes, click on the  button.  

You can click on the PowerEdit icon ( ) at the top of the screen to edit multiple books 
tags at the same time or delete multiple books.  

Alternatively, you can edit all of a book s information, change covers, and add your own 
book reviews by clicking on the  icon at the right hand side of each row.  

Click on the 

 

or 

 

icon at the right hand side of each row to see a book s social 
information, including other LibraryThing users  ratings, reviews, tags, and discussions 
about the book.  The yellow speech bubble indicates that there are reviews for the 
book.  The numbers underneath the icon tell you how many people have the book in 
their library (the first number) and the number of reviews (the second number).  

Clicking on the 

 

icon will allow you to see all of a book s information. 
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Tags  

Tags, or words or phrases that you assign to each book, are optional but can be a very 
handy, flexible way to categorize your books.  The most important thing to remember 
about tags is that they are personal; they don t have to make sense to anyone but you.  
Tags can be any words or phrases.  If entering more than one for a book, separate tags 
with commas.  Some common types and examples are listed here:  

 

Tags that describe type or genre non-fiction, poetry, fantasy, historical 
fiction, psychological thriller  

 

Tags that describe content, characters, or setting Harry Potter, religion, 
pirates, World War II, 1800s, ancient Egypt, London  

 

Tags that describe physical characteristics or location coffee table book, 
blue, textbook, boxed up, office, chewed by dog  

 

Tags that describe status unread, borrowed from library, lent to sister, 
purchased, own, wishlist  

Once your books are tagged, you can select one tag and see just the books with that 
tag.  So you can see just your non-fiction books, or your books about dogs, or just the 
books you lent to your best friend or borrowed from the library or keep at your office.  
See lists of your tags by clicking on the  tab at the top of the screen.  

Searching LibraryThing  

There are several ways to search LibraryThing.  Start by clicking on the  tab at 
the top of the screen, then type in your keywords for the various searches:  
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Book Pages  

When you do a search for a book, you will see the book s social information page (the 

same page you see when you click on the  or  icon when viewing your library).  

To the left is an 
example.  You can 
see the tags 
others have used 
to categorize the 
book, reading 
recommendations 
for if you like the 
book, reviews 
written by other 
users, ratings 
assigned to the 
book by other 
users, the number 
of members who 
have the book in 
their catalogs and 
their names, and 
links to Web sites 
like Wikipedia that 
have information 
related to the 
book.  

If you click on the 

 

link in the upper 
right hand corner 
of the page, you 
can read and 
participate in any 
discussions about 
the book.  

If you want to add 
the book to your 
catalog, click the 

 link. 
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Author Pages  

When you do a search for an author, you will see the author s social information 
page.  Below is an example.  

  

You can see other names for the author, a selection of his or her books, average ratings 
for the author s books, and users who have books by the author in their catalogs.  In 
the green boxes on the right, you ll find the most popular tags used to describe the 
author s books, links to author Web sites, and users who have the author in their 
favorites.  Click on the (add to your favorites) link to add the author to yours.  

Click on the  link to see 
conversations LibraryThing users have had about the author and the author s books. 
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Getting Suggestions  

LibraryThing can give you reading suggestions based on one book you enjoyed or 
based on your entire library.  I t can also give you unsuggestions, or books you 
probably won t like based on the books in your catalog.  To get suggestions, click on 
the  tab at the top of the screen.  The Suggestions page looks like this:  

  

LibrarySuggester takes your entire catalog into account.  The LibrarySuggester links, 
split up into fiction and non-fiction, provide recommendations for books based on what 
other users who have some of your books also own, what books have similar tags to 
your books, and what books are popular.  There is also a special-sauce 
recommendations option, and it provides suggestions based on well, it s a secret!  

BookSuggester is used to find reading suggestions 
based on one book you own or have read.  The 
recommended books are broken up into several 
categories: books others who have your book also have, 
books with similar tags, books with similar library 
subjects, and even book recommendations from 
Amazon.com.  In the example to the right, 
BookSuggester produced a list of books with similar tags 
to Erik Larson s The Devil in the White City: Murder, 
Magic, and Madness at the Fair that Changed America.  

UnSuggester gives bad suggestions.  The list is created 
by comparing LibraryThing users catalogs that contain 
the book with catalogs that don t contain the book.  The 
theory is that if a book is unlikely to be in a library 
containing the book you like, you probably won t like it. 
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Connecting with Others  

LibraryThing has online forums (or discussion boards) that allow you 
to communicate with other LibraryThing users about books, authors, 
and the LibraryThing Web site.  If you have questions about how to 
do something in LibraryThing, you can ask for help in the forums.  

To see the wide variety of topics that are being discussed, click on the  tab at the 
top of the screen.  To read a discussion, click on the topic s title.  I f you want to start a 
discussion, click on the Post a new topic link on the left hand side of the page.  You 
can also do a keyword search for discussions on a certain book or author or topic using 
the Search Talk box on the left hand side of the page.  

Groups  

The Talk page shows discussions that take place within groups.  Click on the 

 

tab at the top of the screen to see a list of standing groups, which were created by the 
people in charge of LibraryThing, as well as lists of user-created groups with the most 
members, most active groups, and new groups.  

You can search for groups using the yellow search box on the right hand side of the 
page.  If you would like to create a new group, click on the Create a new group link 
on the right hand side of the page.  You can create either a public or a private group.  
You might want to create a group for your household, your family members, your 
friends, a book club, or even a city or other location.  

To see a group s profile and discussions, just click on the group name.  Below is an 
example for the Travel and Exploration Literature group:  

To join a group, click on 
the  link 
in the yellow box on the 
right.  After you join, you 
will see a link to leave: 

.  

To keep track of a group 
without actually joining it, 
click on the second link: 

.  

Recommend a group to 
another user by clicking 
on the third link: 

. 
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Inviting People to LibraryThing  

After you start using LibraryThing, you might want to see what books 
your friends or family members would include in their catalogs.  You 
can invite someone to check out LibraryThing from your profile.  Click 
on the  tab to go there.  

Clicking on the 

 

link in your profile s upper right hand 
corner will take you to a form that you can fill out to invite friends and family to view 
your catalog and join LibraryThing themselves.  After you fill out the form, LibraryThing 
will send them an email with links to your catalog and profile, as well as a link to join 
LibraryThing.  You can also buy gift memberships to LibraryThing for others.  

HINT: If you just want to share your catalog without inviting people to use 
LibraryThing themselves, you can copy your catalog s Web address from your profile 
and include it in an email or write it down for others.  

Other Social Cataloging Web Sites  

There are a number of social cataloging Web sites designed for various types of items
books, music, movies, and more.  You may find that some fit your needs better than 
others.  In addition to LibraryThing, these are some popular options:  

Books  

 

BiblioPhil 

 

http://www.bibliophil.org

   

Shelfari 

 

http://www.shelfari.com

   

Goodreads 

 

http://www.goodreads.com

  

Movies  

 

DVD Spot 

 

http://www.dvdspot.com

   

DVD Aficionado 

 

http://www.dvdaf.com

   

I Heart Movies 

 

http://www.iheartmovies.org

  

Music  

 

Rate Your Music 

 

http://rateyourmusic.com

   

Recordnerd 

 

http://www.recordnerd.com

  

Miscellaneous  

 

The Comic Book Database 

 

http://www.comicbookdb.com

   

GuruLib 

 

http://www.gurulib.com (books, music, movies, games, software)  

 

Listal 

 

http://www.listal.com (books, music, movies, TV shows, games) 
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